
I.O.W.A.
Iowa Opportunity Workforce Act
An act relating to residency qualifications for purposes of 
postsecondary tuition and fees paid at public institutions of 
higher education in Iowa.

In 2001, Texas and California were the first states to 
enact legislation allowing in-state tuition for undocumented 
immigrants. New York and Utah followed suit in 2002. In 
2003 and 2004, Washington, Oklahoma, Illinois and 
Kansas enacted similar legislation.
 
The enacted state legislation generally requires:

 students have resided in the state for three years,
 graduated from a state high school, 
 received notification of acceptance to a public                  

 college or university and signed an affidavit stating 
 they will file for legal immigration status.

Texas saw its enrollment of such students increase from 
about 1,500 in the fall of 2001 to roughly 8,000 in 
2004, said Ray Grasshoff, director of special projects 
for the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.
 In Kansas, where an estimated 55,000 to 85,000 
undocumented immigrants reside, 221 undocumented 
immigrants were admitted to the state's public higher 
education institutions fall 2005, spokesman Kip Peterson 
said.

At Iowa State University resident tuition, excluding 
room and board, is $4,342 per year. Non resident 
tuition is $13,684 per year. 
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Resolution
That the 82nd Iowa Legislature recognize the need to provide 
sex education in public high schools.

High School ESL Policy
The Youth Congress is conducting a survey of school administrators 
and teachers to determine the rationale why in some schools 
ESL is given half credit while in others a full credit is given.

SF 192 by Bolkcom
A bill for an act relating to a change in the compulsory education 
attendance age and providing an effective date.

This bill raises the compulsory school attendance age from
16 to 17 years of age.

Iowa Youth Congress
A project of the Iowa Division of Latino Affairs; in collaboration with the 

Commission on the Status of African Americans and the 
Commission on the Status of Asian and Pacific Islanders Heritage.

Tel. (515) 281-4080  
melissa.esquivel@iowa.gov

iowalatinoaffairs.org
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